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Conunissiooer for Patent 
P.O. BoK 1450 
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Sir: 

Applicani hereby requests thai ihe certified copy of Japanese Application No. 2002- 
104484, fUea April 5. 2002, be expunged from the apphcalion file and returned lo AppJicant on 
ihe basis rhat the cenified copy was erroneously and uninienuonally filed in the above-identified 
appUcation. A check in the amount of $130.00 to cover the requisite petition fee accompanies 
the present petition. 



DISCUSSION 

On February 24, 1999, the present application v^^as filed with the Umied States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO). The original application papers correctly identified and claimed 
foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § ll9Ca) to earher filed Japanese Application Nos. 10-061970, 
filed February 27, 1998 and 10-071545, fiieti March 20. 1998. Cenified copies of diese Japanese 
applications were appropriately filed with die USPTO on May 10, 1999. 

On May 30. 2003. a paper enntled "CLAIM TO CONVENTION PRIORITY" was 
improperly filed in the present application. This Claim to Convention Pnority paper erroneously 
included a cenified copy of Japanese appUcution 2002-104484 (JP'484 application), filed April 
5, 2002, and erroneously identified the JP'484 application as a foreign application on which 
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Pennon lo Expunge 



priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a) had been claimed. The JP'4S4 applicaiion. however, is the 
basis of a claim for foreign pnoriiy in another unrelated pending US appUcauon for patent. 

Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.59(b). as discussed m SecUon 724.05 of the Manual of Patent 
Examining Procedure, at Item HI, apphcant requests thai the cenified copy of the JP'484 
application (Japanese AppUcaiion No. 2002-104484) erroneously submitted on May 30, 2003 be 
expunged from the application file and renimed to Applicant so that it may be refiled in the 
appropriate appUcauon. Apphcunt believes thai the USPTO can expunge and return the subject 
cenified copy prior lo issuance of any patent on the present applicanon since the present 
application has not yet been allowed and/or issuance thereof as a patent is not currendy eminent. 
In addinon. Applicant hereby states that the certified copy of the JP-484 application wus 
unintentionally submitted and failure to obtain its return would cause Applicant irreparable harm. 
The cenified copy of the subject application has not been made public and will be refiled in the 
appropriate application upon its return to Applicant. 

rnNCLUSIQN 

Accordingly. Applicant request that erroneously identified and submitted cenified copy 
of Japanese Application No. 2002-104484, filed April 5. 2002, be expunged from the applicanon 
file and reromed to Applicant. 



AUTHORIZATION 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any insufficient fees m regard to this 
paper, or refund any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 13-4503. Order No, 1232-4512 . 
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